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	Solution: MartinPlus® Silo Cleaning Service
	Industry: Cement
	Location: Eagle Materials Illinois Cement LaSalle, IL
	Photo_1: iVBORw0KGgoAAAANSUhEUgAAATQAAAEDCAIAAAA0nG/dAAAAAXNSR0IArs4c6QAAAARnQU1BAACx	Problem: The Eagle Materials Illinois Cement facility experienced severe blockage of Type I cement in its 80,000 ton capacity storage silo when a support cable on the reclaim screw conveyor came loose, sending thousands of pounds of material down into the silo at one time.  Like most cement manufacturers, the plant uses large storage vessels to hold finished material until its ready for shipment. At the LaSalle facility, the domed storage unit is 99 feet tall and 186 feet in diameter.
	Photo_2: /9j/4AAQSkZJRgABAQEBXgFeAAD/4QCGRXhpZgAATU0AKgAAAAgAAYdpAAQAAAABAAAAGgAAAAAA	SolutionB: Illinois Cement contacted Martin Engineering for assistance, and technicians were on site to inspect the situation the next day. They reviewed the options and determined that the best approach was to employ the Martin® Heavy Duty Whip. Powered by compressed air, the Whip’s patented gyro motor can use a variety of flails and cutting edges to knock down accumulated material without damaging storage vessels.  With the unique whip design of the cleaning equipment and some round-the-clock dedication from a Martin Engineering crew, the accumulation was efficiently cleared and loaded out, allowing repair personnel to set up a crane and lift the auger back into position. 
	Photo_3: /9j/4AAQSkZJRgABAQEBXgFeAAD/4QCGRXhpZgAATU0AKgAAAAgAAYdpAAQAAAABAAAAGgAAAAAA	Results: With the reclaim conveyor repaired and the process back up and running, Illinois Cement was asked to summarize the experience. “The crew’s performance was excellent.  Martin Engineering was very responsive, and provided an innovative solution to the problem. We had good communication throughout, and all work was done in a safe manner.”
	Code: P1206
	TextField1: Eagle Materials is one of the nation’s largest cement providers with the LaSalle facility producing 1.1 tons per year.
	TextField2: The Whip is a portable, remote-controlled silo cleaning tool that can be lowered through a manhole opening. 
	TextField3: As dislodged material fell to the bottom of the vessel, Illinois Cement was able to use its auto load-out system for removal. 



